
Balbina Ebong (Autor)
The Use of Indigenous Techniques of Communication

in Language Learning
The Case of Cameroon

https://cuvillier.de/de/shop/publications/2764

Copyright:
Cuvillier Verlag, Inhaberin Annette Jentzsch-Cuvillier, Nonnenstieg 8, 37075 Göttingen,
Germany
Telefon: +49 (0)551 54724-0, E-Mail: info@cuvillier.de, Website: https://cuvillier.de



II

Table of contents

List of tables  ……………………………………………………………………………………………. ….iv
Acknowledgement …………………………………………………………………………………………... v
Dedication………………………………………………………………………………………………......vii

Chapter 1. Introduction………………………………………………………………………………1
1.1 English Language Teaching/Learning Policy in Cameroon ……………………………...3
1.2 Clarification of Basic Concepts…………………………………………………………...6
1.3 A Brief Review of Methods in Language Teaching/Learning ……………….…….……..7
1.4 Streamlining the Communicative Approach to Language Teaching..…..…..…………...11
1.5 The Scope of the present study…….……………………………………...….….….…...18

Chapter 2. Literature Review...…………………………………………...………….…...……......21
2.1 Language Teaching/Learning and Cultural Material …..……………….…….…..……..21
2.2 Motivation in Foreign Language Learning ......…………………………..……...….…...29
2.3 Language Learning Techniques ……………..…………………………..………...…….37

Chapter 3. Methodology ……………………………………………………………….…………...51
3.1 Research Background …………………………………………..……………………….51

3.1.1 Empirical Approach ………………………………..…………………….…....51
3.1.2 Research Question ………………………………………..…………….……...52

3.2 Data Collection and Processing………………………………………..……..……….....53
3.2.1 Students’ Questionnaire …………………………………..…………..………..53
3.2.2 Teachers’ Questionnaires……………………………………………………....56
3.2.3 Textbooks………………………………………………………....……………58

3.3 Data Processing and Analysis…………………………..………………..………………60
Chapter 4. Analysis of Students’ Questionnaires………………..………………..………….……62

4.1 Students’ reactions to language lessons…………………..…………….………………..62
4.2 Reasons advanced by students for learning English………..…………….………….…..62

4.2.1 Students’ use of the English language at home and in school…...…………......64
4.2.2 Students’ opinion about English language lessons………………...……….…..67
4.2.3 The contribution English makes to official exams……………………………..68
4.2.4 Reasons for students’ choice in 4.2.3…………………………….…..………...71
4.2.5 Students’ opinions and relationship with their English language teachers….....74

4.3 Students’ assessment of the use of indigenous techniques……………..……..………....75
4.3.1 Teachers’ use of drama or role-play…………………………..……..………....76
4.3.2 The use of songs………………………………………………..……..……......79
4.3.3 The use of folktales…………………………………………….……..………..82

4.3.3.1. Frequency in the use of folktales…………….……..…….....82
4.3.3.2. Students’ opinions on the use of folktales…….……..……...84
4.3.3.3. Kinds of folktales that students love listening to….…..…….85

4.3.4 The use of riddles and proverbs………………………………………..…….....87
4.4 Students’ assessment of course books used in Cameroonian schools….………..……....88
4.5 Resume of results got from students’ Questionnaires………………….………..……….90

Chapter 5. Analysis of Teachers’ Questionnaires………………………………….……………...95
5.1 Reasons why teachers think students learn the English language…………..……….…..97
5.2 Teachers’ evaluation of students’ reactions to English language lessons…..…………..100
5.3 Reasons why teachers think some students are bored with their language lessons….....101
5.4 Teachers’ views on the recommendation of the use of drama in course books…...........106

5.4.1 Frequency with which teachers use role-play or drama in their lessons.……. 107
5.4.2 Teachers’ reactions to the use of role-play or drama………………….....…...110
5.4.3 Reasons why some teachers do not use role-play or drama……….………….111

5.5 Frequency in the use of folktales……………………………………………………….116
5.5.1 Students’ reactions to the use of folktales: the teachers’ perspective………...119



III

5.5.2 Reasons why some teachers think students love
folktales…………………………………………………………..…………...122

5.5.3 Teachers’ choice in the use of folktales………………………………………125
5.5.4 How teachers feel about telling folktales……………………………………..128

5.6 Teachers’ opinions about textbooks used in schools in relation to folktales and songs..131
5.7 Teachers’ reactions to the use of riddles and proverbs…………………………………134

5.7.1 Frequency with which teachers use riddles and proverbs in their
language lessons………………………………………………………………135

5.7.2 Students’ reactions to the use of riddles and proverbs:
the teachers’ perspective………… . …………...…………………………….138

5.7.3 Teachers’ reactions to the use of riddles and proverbs.…..…………………..141
5.7.4 Riddles and proverbs that teachers find difficult to teach.……………………143
5.7.5 Teachers’ choice in the use of riddles and proverbs………………………….146

5.8 Teachers’ reactions to the combined use of folktales, drama, songs, riddles and
proverbs in an English language class..…………………………………………… …..148

5.9 Proposals by teachers of ways to make English language teaching/learning
interesting …………………………………………………………………...………….151

6.        Summary of results got from the teachers’ questionnaire………...…………………….154
Chapter 6. Analysis of textbooks used in Cameroonian schools for the teaching/learning

of English as a Foreign Language………………………………………………...….157
6.1 Contents of the textbooks used for the teaching/learning of English

as a Foreign Language in Cameroon…………………………………….. …..….…….159
6.2 Contents of Go For English “Sixieme”…………………………………………   ……160

6.2.1 Analysis of Go for English “Sixieme” in relation to the use of folktales……..162
6.2.2 Analysis of Go for English “Sixieme” in relation to the use of songs………..163
6.2.3 Analysis of Go for English “Sixieme” in relation to the use of role-play…….164
6.2.4 Analysis of “Go for English” “Sixieme” in relation to the use of riddles

and proverbs…………………………………………………………………..165
6.3 Contents of Go For English “Troisieme”  …………………………………………….167

6.3.1 The use of folktales in Go For English “Troisieme”…………………………168
6.3.2 The use of Songs in Go For English “Troisieme”   ……….…………………170
6.3.3 The use of role-play in Go For English “Troisieme” ………………………...171
6.3.4 The use of riddles and proverbs in Go For English “Troisieme”  …………...172

6.4 Contents of Go for English “Terminale” ……………………………………………....173
6.4.1 Indications of the use of folktales in Go For English “Terminale” ………….175
6.4.2 Indications of the use of songs in Go For English “Terminale” ….…………176
6.4.3 Indications of the use of role-play in Go For English “Terminale”….……....177
6.4.4 Indications of the use of riddles and proverbs in Go For English
“Terminale” …………………………………………….…………………………….. 179

6.5 Summary of results got from the analysis of textbooks used in Cameroonian
schools in relation to indigenous techniques of communication…………….…………180

Chapter 7. Summary of Findings and Conclusion ------------------------------------------------------182
7.1 Summary of findings …………………………………………………………………..182
7.2 Significance of the study and theoretical implications ………………………………...187
7.3 Recommendations from the study……………………………………………………...189
7.4 Suggestions for further research ……………………………………………………….192

APPENDICES…………………………………………………………………………………………….194
Appendix 1A Students’ Questionnaire……………………….………………………………………..194
Appendix 1B Teachers’ Questionnaire …………………………………………….…………………195
Appendix 2 Sample lesson with the use of indigenous techniques of communication .…………….197
Appendix 3A Proverbs ……………………………………………….……………………………….199
Appendix 3B Riddles …………………………………………………………………………………200
Appendix 4 Songs ……………………………………….…………………………………………..200
BIBLIOGRAPHY……………………………………….………………………………………………..202


