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1. Introduc�Ÿon and Background

Forest policy sciences emerged in the mid-90s with its primary focus in 
the temperate regions, but swiftly shifted its concerns to tropical regions, 
due to researchers’ curiosity about the principal causes of deforesta-
tion (De Jong et al., 2012). Due to the growing in��uence of forests or
forestry in issues such as sustainable development, social equity, bio-
diversity conservation and climate change, forest policy became even 
more important in the later years. The role of forest policy in promoting 
community forestry and local governance in natural resource manage-
ments has been emphasized in recent international scienti��c discourse
and publications (see Ribot & Larson, 2012; Oyono et al., 2012; León et 
al., 2012; Larson & Pulhin, 2012; Larson & Dahal, 2012; Cronkleton et al., 
2012; Arts, 2012; Broekhoven et al., 2012; Coleman & Fleischman, 2012; 
Cashore & Stone, 2012; Poteete & Ribot, 2011; Andersson & Agrawal, 
2011; Barsimantov et al., 2011; Rebugio et al., 2010; Schreckenberg et al., 
2009; Wollenberg et al., 2007; Flint et al., 2008; Charnley & Poe, 2007; 
Ribot & Agrawal, 2006; Ribot, 2003; 2009; Larson, 2005; Blaikie, 2006; 
Dahal & Capistrano, 2006; Shackleton et al. 2002). Speci��cally for Cam-
eroon, a trend of theoretical and practical studies has been evident in 
recent years, analyzing forest policy and how community forestry and 
its processes have been a game changer in natural resource management 
(see Oyono et al., 2012; Oyono, 2009; Oyono 2005a,b; Oyono 2004a,b; 
Alemagi, 2010, 2011; Mbile et al., 2009; Etoungou, 2003; Mandodo, 2003; 
Sobze, 2003; Mambo, 2004, 2006; Ribot, 2003, 2004; Bigombe´, 2003).

Although forest policy science is relatively young, forest policy in 
the tropics, especially in Africa, is as old as the debut of colonialism in 
the continent. In Cameroon, for example, forest policy reforms can be 
traced far back to colonial times (Larson & Ribot, 2007; Oyono, 2004b), 
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