Foreword

This work represents a cumulative dissertation and includes several recently published
research articles originating from the author’s doctoral project. For purposes of a consis-
tent embodiment and a consecutive classification, the reference citation style, the figure
and table captions as well as the equation numberings were adapted to the format of the
entire document. The references cited in the particular articles are integrated in a collec-
tive reference section.

Dieses Werk ist copyrightgeschiitzt und darf in keiner Form vervielfaltigt werden noch an Dritte weitergegeben werden.
Es gilt nur fir den persénlichen Gebrauch.



